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LAWMAKERS  OPPOSE ADMINISTRATION  ATTEMPT  TO

WEAKEN SATELLITE  EXPORT CONTROLS

December 9—U.S. Rep. Floyd D. Spence (R-SC), Chairman of the House National Security Commit-
tee, today joined five other House and Senate committee chairmen in writing to President Clinton to express
strong opposition to the Administration’s apparent plans to relax the munitions export control process to facili-
tate continued export of commercial satellites to China.

The Administration’s plans are in response to legislation contained in the Strom Thurmond National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1999 (Public Law 105-261) which requires that, effective March 15,
1999, the licensing authority for commercial satellites be shifted from the Commerce Department to the State
Department where it had resided prior to 1996.  The State Department licensing process is widely recognized
as more rigorous and sensitive to the national security implications of transferring militarily-sensitive technology
to proliferant nations such as China.

“The Clinton Administration appears once again to be heading toward a direct confrontation with the
Congress over the wisdom of exporting satellites to countries like China.  Not only has President Clinton
declared his commitment to seek the overturn of congressional direction and current law in this area, but in the
meantime the Administration is also putting into motion plans to circumvent the law by ‘dumbing down’ the State
Department munitions licensing process to bring closer in line with the more lax Commerce process,” said
Spence.  “Neither step is in the nation’s security interests, and I am committed to work closely with my fellow
Chairmen in the House and Senate to oppose any such outcome.”

Joining Spence in signing the letter are House International Relations Committee Chairman Ben Gilman,
House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence Chairman Porter Goss, Senate Armed Services Committee
Chairman Strom Thurmond, Senate Foreign Relations Committee Chairman Jesse Helms, and Senate Select
Committee on Intelligence Chairman Richard Shelby.

A copy of the letter is attached.
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